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OVERVIEW  
Though the horror movie is often equated with the fantastical or grandiose spectacle replete with supernatural 

monsters, vampires and werewolves etc., many of the best scares are to be found in more recognisably domestic set-

ups. This course will bypass the gothic castles and torture chambers to explore the council houses, bed sits and other 

mundane locations in search of more hidden terrors. Examining many films including Dead Man’ Shoes, Martin, Saint 

Maud, The Feast, Kill List, Bull, Black Christmas, From Beyond the Grave and The Beast in the Cellar, we will look 

out how the horror film can utilise concepts like class and society to create more downbeat forms of terror, 

interweaving the urban with the unknown. 

 
WEEKLY OUTLINE  

 
Week 1:  The Old Dark House (1932), Dead of Night (1946)  

Week 2:  Les Diaboliques (1955), Psycho (1960) and Peeping Tom (1960)  

Week 3: Never Take Sweets from a Stranger (1960), Séance on a Wet Afternoon (1964) and The Nanny (1964)  

Week 4: The Beast in the Cellar (1971), Straight on Till Morning (1972) and Don’t Look Now (1973)  

Week 5: From Beyond the Grave (1974) Vampyres (1974) and Black Christmas (1974)  

Week 6: Apaches (1978), House of Whipcord (1974) and Martin (1976)  

Week 7: Maniac (1980) Hellraiser (1987) and The Burbs (1989)  

Week 8: Dead Man’s Shoes (2003), Kill List (2013) and Sightseers (2012)  

Week 9: A Dark Song (2016), Prevenge (2016) and Possum (2018)  

Week 10: Saint Maud (2019), The Feast (2021) and Bull (2022)  

 
Notes will be shared on the notice board after each session  
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